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Why isn't Wonder Woman allowed to be the hero 

of her own film? 

Yes, the movie's good, but back the hell off, Steve Trevor. 
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After prolonged anxiety and skepticism, Wonder Woman has finally arrived in cinemas – 

so far critics and audiences are over the moon. We certainly liked it. 

This is the first female-led superhero movie in the rebooted DC extended universe, 

arriving before Marvel has managed to produce one at all (the first will be Captain 

Marvel in 2019). Given the MCU as we know it – and therefore the modern comic-book 

movie boom – began with Iron Man in 2008, fans have essentially been waiting nine 

years for one of the studio giants to produce something with a woman front and centre. 

Wonder Woman is also directed by a woman, Patty Jenkins, making it the first of the new 

hero films to have a woman at the helm. (Though the script and story were written by 

three men, and 10 of the 12 listed producers are blokes.) 
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So it's a triumph for feminism. 

Sort of. 

The trouble is, for our first female standalone, Diana Prince doesn't actually get to stand 

alone – not until the end at least. 

For all the successes and the ground broken, Wonder Woman isn't quite treated like the 

hero of her own movie. Rather, this is a film about her becoming a hero with the help of 

Chris Pine's Steve Trevor. Until the very end it's something of a two-hander – if by the 

close of the film we get a fully formed superhero, Trevor is very much the catalyst. 
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Young Diana grows up on the idyllic all-female Amazon island of Themyscira, her 

mother Hippolyta is the Queen and her Aunt Antiope the military leader. The Amazons 

are highly skilled warriors and though her mum isn't best pleased, Diana trains in secret 

with her cool aunt. 

Allied spy Trevor crashes his plane off Themyscira, and Diana rescues him, but he's 

being pursued by a load of Germans who attack the island and the Amazons with guns. 

They fight back and win but not before Antiope is shot dead. 

 



Trevor explains the Great War to Diana, who decides it must have been caused by Ares, 

the god of war and the Amazons' old nemesis, and resolves to find and kill him. But first 

Trevor must deliver some papers to London which reveal a new chemical weapon is 

being developed by the Germans. 

Steve puts together a team of guys who go with Diana to the front, where they're 

hampered by the trenches. But Diana crosses no man's land and with the help of the allies 

rescues a village from occupation. 
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Eventually Diana comes face to face with the guy she thinks is Ares at a posh party, but 

doesn't kill him because Steve told her not to, resulting in chemical weapons being 

released on the village – which Diana is not happy about one bit. 

Finally she gets to fight and defeat the guy she thinks is Ares. Turns out he's not, and 

someone else is, so she fights and defeats him. Although actually Ares isn't really 

responsible for the war anyway. While she's busy doing that, Trevor hijacks a bomber 

filled with deadly gas on its way to London and sacrifices himself to deploy the plane and 

save a load of lives, inspiring Diana to remain as a protector of humanity. 



He persuades her to join the war, he takes her (often by the hand) around Europe 

explaining what's going on, he assembles the team (of guys) and he ultimately sacrifices 

himself to save the day. Yes Diana defeats the god of war (which turns out to be not all 

that relevant), and yes, she and she alone crosses no man's land to save the village. But to 

be fair she does have magic bracelets and super strength on her side. 

It's not Wonder Woman's story – instead it's the tale of the brave and heroic soldier who 

inspired the Amazon Princess to become a hero in her own right. 

Diana is a fish out of water, it's true. Trevor is a young soldier in the 1910s so yes, of 

course, he'd have a protective attitude towards her, and of course the First World War 

trenches were full of men. 

For our first female superhero movie, Wonder Woman is a lot about men. 

 

Wonder Woman is by no means a bad film – not by any stretch. And the decision to tell 

this origin story, in this way, is not an invalid choice. 

But this movie, for better or worse, does not exist in a vacuum. Between the DCEU and 

the MCU there have been 18 superhero movies. Not a single one stars a woman as a 

standalone hero and not a single one was directed by a woman. 

So to choose this origin – and to grant Steve Trevor so much heroism, so much agency 

and so much influence – feels like a shame. 
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The fact is you wouldn't get this in a movie led by a bloke. We can't imagine a Thor film 

where Natalie Portman's Jane Foster was just as heroic and got just as much screen time 

as the god of Thunder. 

Or a movie where Pepper Potts was just as awesome as Iron Man (she almost was in Iron 

Man 3, but then she got better). And even if we did, well, it would be adding a different 

flavour to the mix of the many different types of male-led superhero movies that already 

exist. 

By choosing a tale which is by definition male-heavy for our very first female hero, by 

choosing a setting where Diana is immediately at a disadvantage because she has no 

freakin' clue what's even going on half the time, and by making her guide a dashingly 

heroic boys'-own hero who saves the day, Wonder Woman is compromised. 

A massive, positive step in the right direction? Very much so. And it's the perfect 

grounding for Wonder Woman 2. But next time let's have her blazing her own trail, 

without some guy constantly trying to hold her hand. 
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